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5. FINANCES

FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES
There are many different funding opportunities available to support youth-led
initiatives. We recommend doing some research to identify the grants you
would like to apply for, their eligibility criteria, and application deadlines. While
specific grants will vary based on your institution and geographic location,
below we have summarized the main types and sources of funding.

TYPES OF FUNDING
Project-based (grant) funding: a one-time sum intended to fund a specific project or event over a set
timeline. Upon receiving the funding, you may have certain conditions on spending (e.g. money
cannot be used to pay salaries) or reporting requirements to the funder (e.g. submission of a final
report). Grants are generally the most common funding source for youth-led initiatives and events.
Operational funding: a fixed sum that is disbursed on a regular basis (e.g. annually) to support an
organization’s general activities or goals. Operational funding tends to have fewer restrictions on
spending but will generally still have reporting requirements. This type of funding is more challenging
to obtain but benefits from greater long-term stability.
Sponsorships and donations: consider reaching out to local businesses, community organizations, and
campus offices to support your SDG Alliance through sponsorships or non-monetary contributions.
Examples include matching donations for a fundraiser, reducing/waiving the cost of catering or venue
rental, providing services at a reduced cost, or donating gift cards and prizes.
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POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES
CAMPUS
Students’ associations may offer grants
for student groups and activities
Campus grants targeting themes such
as sustainability, student leadership,
innovation or improving the campus
community.
University of Calgary Quality
Money program
University
of
Waterloo
Sustainability Action Fund
Individual offices on campus may run
their own grant programs or have part
of their budget allocated to supporting
students. Consider reaching out to your
campus’ sustainability, international,
leadership, or community engagement
offices - these are great opportunities
to form partnerships and pursue
project-based
and/or
operational
funding.
UBC Centre for CommunityEngaged Learning
Participate in competitions and
hackathons hosted by your institution

COMMUNITY
Search online and on social media for
community
development
organizations,
foundations,
and
professional associations who offer
funding for youth-led projects or calls
for special event proposals
CASID Call for Proposals for
International Development Week
Events
United Nations Associations in
Canada offer many different types
of
grants
and
employment
opportunities for youth-led projects
Funding opportunities through the
Provincial and Regional Councils for
International Cooperation

GOVERNMENT
Look for grant opportunities at the
municipal, provincial, and federal level
Explore the Canada Service Corps
TakingItGlobal
#RisingYouth
program, which is a highly
accessible program for youth
funding
Government of Canada Sustainable
Development
Goals
Funding
Program offers large-scale funding
(up to $100,000) for projects
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POTENTIAL CHALLENGES
Funding can be a tricky topic to find information on. We recommend speaking to partners,
mentors, campus staff, and student leaders about potential funding opportunities and application
tips. They may know of upcoming grants and can point you in the right direction! Also check out
institutional newsletters or mailing list updates.
Some grants require reference letters or support from a staff or faculty member. If this is the
case, reach out to these individuals early and involve them in the project planning and application
writing process.

WRITING A WINNING
GRANT APPLICATION
KEYS FOR SUCCESS
Before starting the application, read the eligibility criteria to ensure your project qualifies. Are
there specific conditions tied to the funding? Do you need an organizational affiliation to apply?
Plan ahead to ensure you have enough time to complete the application, particularly if the grant
requires supplementary materials or pre-approvals. Grant writing is an iterative process continuous revision to best convey your ideas is essential!
Carefully review the grant selection criteria and clearly explain how your proposal fulfills them.
How does your project align with the strategic priorities and values of the funding program
and/or funding organization?
Grant writing is persuasive writing - you have to sell the reader on your proposed idea/project.
Use future-oriented language and tangible descriptions of outcomes to convey your passion,
enthusiasm, and the potential impact of this work.
Be concise, specific, and realistic. Avoid using technical language and wordiness that may make
your application harder to review, as grant competitions often receive many applications. Instead,
focus on conveying the project’s feasibility and potential.
Check out the following grant writing resources here and here.
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BUDGET MANAGEMENT
5 Tips for Effective Budget Management

1

Use spreadsheet software to manage your grant applications, display your entire budget,
and track funding from all sources. An example spreadsheet is available here.

2

Calculate taxes and account for all possible hidden fees and service charges prior to
applying for grants. Look for hidden fees or service charges noted in the small print—these
may add up to significant sums for large-scale events.

3

If possible, set aside approximately 10% of your funding for emergencies/last minute
developments. Additional funds enable you to have peace of mind and act quickly to fix
potential mistakes.

4

Update your budget sheet immediately following any expenses or funding. If you have a
large team, inconsistencies may emerge in your budgeting if changes are not represented
right away. This is particularly important for the management of large events with many
small expenses.

5

Understand the different types of funding sources (see section on Funding Opportunities).
Note that some grants have limits on specific expenditures (e.g. equipment costs, overhead
costs, honorariums)
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